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Proclamation 7695 of August 26, 2003

Women’s Equality Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The 19th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified on August 26, 1920,
guaranteed the right to vote for American women. Women’s Equality
Day commemorates this constitutional amendment and is an oppor-
tunity for citizens across our country to honor those who took part in
the long and difficult struggle for women’s suffrage, as well those since
1920 who have continued to fight for equal rights for women.

Beginning with the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, women’s suffrage
supporters lectured, wrote, marched, and lobbied for enfranchisement
of American women. Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Lucretia Mott led this movement and advocated an amendment to the
Constitution that would guarantee women the right to vote. Through
their vision and dedication, these women advanced the fight for equal
rights.

Today, American women are making a difference in their communities
and workplaces. Women’s accomplishments in education, business,
science, art, medicine, athletics, and every other field have made
America better and stronger. The courage and determination of Amer-
ican women are exemplified in the personnel serving in our Armed
Forces. Women across America are also helping to secure our country
by serving as police officers, firefighters, doctors, nurses, paramedics,
and first-responders.

Americans believe in opportunity for all and on this day, we honor the
achievements of women who have charted the path to equal oppor-
tunity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26,
2003, as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7696 of August 27, 2003

To Extend Duty-Free Treatment for Certain Agricultural
Products of Israel

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. On April 22, 1985, the United States entered into the Agreement on
the Establishment of a Free Trade Area between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government of Israel (FTA), which
the Congress approved in the United States-Israel Free Trade Area Im-
plementation Act of 1985 (the ‘‘FTA Act’’)(19 U.S.C. 2112 Note).

2. On November 4, 1996, the United States entered into an agreement
with Israel concerning certain aspects of trade in agricultural products,
effective from December 4, 1996, through December 31, 2001 (the
‘‘1996 Agreement’’), in order to maintain the general level of reciprocal
and mutually advantageous concessions with respect to agricultural
trade while acknowledging differing interpretations as to the meaning
of certain rights and obligations in the FTA as to such trade.

3. Section 4(b) of the FTA Act provides that, whenever the President
determines that it is necessary to maintain the general level of recip-
rocal and mutually advantageous concessions with respect to Israel
provided for by the FTA, the President may proclaim such withdrawal,
suspension, modification, or continuance of any duty, or such continu-
ance of existing duty-free or excise treatment, or such additional duties
as the President determines to be required or appropriate to carry out
the FTA.

4. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA Act, President Clinton
issued Proclamation 6962 of December 2, 1996, to provide to Israel
through the close of December 31, 2001, access into the United States
customs territory for specified quantities of certain agricultural prod-
ucts of Israel free of duty or certain fees or other import charges, con-
sistent with the 1996 Agreement.

5. On December 31, 2001, the United States entered into an agreement
with Israel to extend the 1996 Agreement through December 31, 2002,
in order to allow for additional time to negotiate a successor arrange-
ment to the 1996 Agreement. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA
Act, I issued Proclamation 7554, of May 3, 2002, to provide to Israel
through the close of December 31, 2002, access into the United States
customs territory for specified quantities of certain agricultural prod-
ucts of Israel free of duty or certain fees or other import charges. Sev-
eral rounds of negotiations were held in 2002 but did not result in con-
clusion of a successor arrangement to the 1996 Agreement.

6. On December 31, 2002, the 1-year extension of the 1996 Agreement
expired. In order to allow additional time to conclude negotiations, the
United States and Israel each have elected to extend through 2003 the
tariff treatment provided for agricultural products in 2002 under the
1996 Agreement. Israel has already extended through 2003 the tariff
benefits for United States agricultural imports provided in 2002 under
the 1996 Agreement.
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